MARCELLO JORI
LA GARA DELLA BELLEZZA

The artist Marcello Jori (Merano, 1951) presents a new project for Museion’s Project Room featuring new
watercolours inspired by Georges Seurat’s famous painting: “La Grande Jatte”.
Museion’s project room is to host Marcello Jori’s new adventure. After the series of watercolours devoted
to the work of Lucio Fontana, the artist turns his characteristic passion and poetic gaze to a new challenge
between art, man and nature.
In the project making its debut in Museion, Jori takes on a masterpiece from the history of art, the famous
“Grande Jatte” by Georges Seurat. The painting of a tranquil Sunday afternoon in Paris at the end of the
nineteenth century with behatted ladies sporting parasols is an iconic image the stuff of art history
textbooks and the inspiration for hundreds of postcards, prints and posters, reproduced in every form from
tableau vivant to household items. In Museion’s project room visitors will be faced with multiple visions of
this famous painting: the master of pointillism’s work appears in the form of a drawing, two watercolours
and two large format photographs, which Jori has treated in different ways.
The artist indeed launches a challenge, a “beauty contest” between nature and art that also plays with the
viewer’s perception. In the watercolours and drawing a painted snowfall “disturbs” the peaceful afternoon
on the “Grande Jatte”. The snow flakes interfere with the image yet become part of it, evoking Seurat’s
technique. Like a game of Chinese boxes, the photographs, on the other hand, show the reproductions of
Seurat’s painting that Jori took to Paris and exposed to a real snowfall.
The question is, who will win this “beauty contest”, this challenge between paint and snow, between the
pointillism of nature and the pointillism of art? With its interplay of different levels and references, the
show highlights the complexity of Marcello Jori’s work, which sees him acting on one hand as artist
narrator, deploying immediately comprehensible images, and venturing into performance art on the other,
making conceptual use of photography. “La Gara della Bellezza” is in collaboration with the Marconi
Foundation of Milan and foreshadows the exhibition that will be held by the Foundation at the end of the
year. The show in Bolzano is accompanied by a publication produced by Museion featuring a text by Elena
Re (ita/dt/eng).
In parallel to the Museion exhibition Castel Tirolo is hosting a solo show by Marcello Jori, “La Città
Meravigliosa degli Artisti Straordinari”, curated by Danilo Eccher.
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Marcello Jori, La Gara della Bellezza
Curated by Letizia Ragaglia and Frida Carazzato
12/04/14 - 09/06/13
Opening: 11/04/13, 7 p.m.

Castle Tyrol – South Tyrolean Museum of History
Marcello Jori, La Città Meravigliosa degli Artisti Straordinari
Curated by Danilo Eccher
13/04/13 – 09/06/13
Opening: 12/04/2013, 6 p.m.

Foto: Marcello Jori, La Gara della Bellezza, Museion Project Room 2013, Foto Othmar Seehauser
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