Important!

There are explanations for some words in the text.
The explanations are placed to the right.

And these explanations are written in




[}
Text in Easy Read.

The exhibition “What we carry.”
The exhibition at Museion is called “What we carry.”

There are 43 Olympic torches in the exhibition.

The 43 torches for this exhibition belong to the

“Olympic Aid and Sport Promotion Project Association.”

The association gave the torches to Museion for the exhibition.

In 2026, the Winter Olympic Games are in lItaly.
The Games take place in these regions:

e Lombardy.

* Veneto.

* And Trentino-South Tyrol.

The most important places for the Games are Milan and Cortina.

The Games will begin in February 2026.
But the exhibition at Museion opens earlier.

You can see the exhibition from 13 November 2025 to 29 March 2026.

What is the exhibition about?

The exhibition is about art and history.
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The name “What we carry” has 2 meanings:
1. We carry objects with us.

For example, torches.
2. And we carry stories with us.

There are stories we remember.

And there are stories we forget.

The exhibition asks:
What do we want to keep?
What do we want to remember?
And what do we need to remember?
And the exhibition shows:
It is important to remember the past.

And it is also important to think about today.

2 artists show new artworks in this exhibition:
e Sonia Leimer.

* And Christian Kosmas Mayer.

The artists studied Olympic torches.

And they asked:

What do these torches mean to people?
What story do the torches tell?

And why do the torches look this way?

The exhibition is on the second floor of Museion.
And the exhibition has 2 parts.
In the first part, Sonia Leimer shows her artworks.

And in the second part, Christian Kosmas Mayer shows his artwork.
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Torches on a running track.

In the first part, Sonia Leimer shows a large installation.

The installation has a running track and 42 Olympic torches.
The running track is 50 meters long and looks like the number 8 lying flat.

This flat 8 means “infinity.”

The torches stand on the running track.

This artwork is called “8.”

Sonia Leimer says:
The torches are more than just old objects.
These torches are a symbol of:

e Peace.

* People working together.

e And strength in difficult times.

The artist hopes that these values will live on.
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A film about the Olympic flame.

Sonia Leimer also shows a film.

The filmis called “Solar”

The film is about the Olympic flame.

The flame comes from the city of Olympia in Greece.
In Olympia, special mirrors collect the sunlight.

Then the sunlight is used to light the flame.

People already did this in ancient times.

When the flame is lit, the torch relay begins.

At the end, the torch arrives at the Olympic Stadium.

In the stadium, there is a large cauldron.

In this cauldron, the torch lights the big Olympic flame.

And then the flame burns for the whole time of the Olympic Games.
The Olympic flame has belonged to the Olympic Games for a long time.

But the torch relay is new.

Before the year 1936, there was no torch relay.
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In 1936, the Olympic Games were in Berlin.

The Nazis organized these Games.

And the Nazis invented the torch relay for these Games.
They wanted to show:
We are as important as the ancient Greeks.

And they also wanted to use the Games to spread their politics.

In her film, Sonia Leimer shows the 2 special mirrors.

One mirror is in the city of Lausanne.
The other mirror is in the city of Olympia.
Those mirrors collect the sunlight.

And the sunlight makes the flame burn.

The film lasts 8 minutes and 20 seconds.

That is the time sunlight needs to reach Earth.
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The Olympic Oak tree of Cornelius Johnson.

In the second part, Christian Kosmas Mayer shows an installation.
The name of the installation is:

“The Life Story of Cornelius Johnson’s Olympic Oak and Other

Matters of Survival.”

The installation is about the first Olympic torch from 1936.
In 1936, the Olympic Games were in Berlin.

At that time, Berlin was part of the “German Reich.”

And the Nazis were in power.

That is why the Nazis organized the Olympic Games.

In the installation, the torch from 1936 stands alone.

The torch is far away from the other torches.

With the installation, the artist wants to tell a special story.

It is the story of Cornelius Johnson.

Cornelius Johnson was a Black athlete from the USA.

In 1936, Cornelius Johnson won a gold medal in high jump.

At the award ceremony, Cornelius Johnson got a small oak tree.
This was a gift from the “German Reich.”

But the Nazis discriminated Cornelius Johnson because of his dark skin.

During the awards ceremony, Adolf Hitler left the stadium.

Page 7



By this, Adolf Hitler wanted to show:
Cornelius Johnson is Black.
That is why | do not respect him.
And | am not happy that Cornelius Johnson won the gold medal.
Even though the Nazis discriminated against him, Cornelius Johnson accepted
the oak tree.
Cornelius Johnson took the oak tree to the USA and planted it there.

Today, this oak tree is big and healthy.

In the exhibition, you can see a film with pictures of the oak tree.
You can also see small oak trees.

All these small trees grew from the seeds of the old oak tree in the USA.

The artist wants to show:
The torch from 1936 stands alone and silent.
The Nazis treated many people badly.
That was wrong and very cruel.
But today, the Nazis have no power anymore.
But the old oak tree is still alive.

And the oak tree gives joy to people.
And the artist wants us to think about:

e History.
e Ecology.
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* And Racism.
Some people think:
| am better than other people.
And these racist people often treat others badly.
For example: People with dark skin.
Or people from another country.

Racism is very unfair.
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